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I ntroduction

In June 2008, CRS received a donation of PUR (calcium hypochlorite) from Proctor &
Gamble. The product arrived in boxes containing individual envel opes of the water
treatment. To ensure that the treatment arrived quickly and safely to the fina
beneficiaries, CRS interviewed partner organizations to survey the need for water
treatment as well as the ability of each agency to distribute the donation. Partner

organi zations distributed the water treatment to families with no access to clean
drinking water. They also used the water treatment to assist communities suffering from
the aftermath of Tropical Depression 16, which took place in the month of October
2008, and impacted alarge part of the country and in areas with limited accessto aid
even under the best of circumstances.

Partner Distribution
CRS partnered with the following organi zations and agencies to distribute the water
treatment throughout Honduras:

PUR PACKET DISTRIBUTION CHART
No. Partners Boxes Delivered
1 | Metropolitan Sanitary Region (Health Ministry) 208
2 | COCEPRADIL (local NGO) 417
3 | COCEPRADII (loca NGO) 417
4 | JAM (loca NGO) 208
5 | Caritas Choluteca (Catholic Church) 308
6 | Caritas Olancho (Catholic Church) 625
7 | Caritas Trujillo (Catholic Church) 600
8 | Caritas Arquidiocesana (Catholic Church) 417
9 | Caritas Comayagua (Catholic Church) 208
COPECO and United Radio Stations campaign in
support of the response to the emergency caused by
10 | therainsand floods of the Tropical Depression 16. 1,242
TOTAL 4,650
OFFICE RESERVE 70

At the time thisreport, al of the PUR sachets, with the exception of 70 boxesin
emergency reserve, has been distributed.* The information gathered from the different

IA trandlation of the instructions for the proper usage of PUR was given to all partners. See annex 1.



partners, produced a beneficiary distribution chart that demonstrates the usage of the

PUR donation.
Beneficiary Distribution Summary
Date of Boxes of - M ethodology of PUR
AL IRl Distribution i e Distribution Usage
Distributed
1 |Caritas October 22 208 Water Board Through meetings For home
Comayagua Associations of the with Board use
southern La Paz representatives

2 |Juticalpa October 20-31 | 550 300 boxes giventothe | The delivery was For home
CODEM of Juticalpa made in communities | use
and 250 boxes givento | and neighborhoods of
the regional Health Juticalpa
Department

3 |Caritas October 21-31 | 245 Water Administration Through the technical | For

Choluteca Boardsand individuals | health team family
suffering from Tropical use
Depression #16
4 | Caritas October 26 12 Father Carlos Rubio The Reitoca Parish For home
Arquidiosesa- (rural municipality in | use
na Teguciga pa the department of
Francisco Morazan)
October 21 80 CODEM Municipality of For home
Tegucigalpa use
October 21 90 Televicentro Campaign | Through the Red For home
Cross use
October 21 100 COPECO (Daniela COPECO For home
Ramos) use
October 24 30 Father Edilberto Palma | The Cedros Parish For home
(rural municipality of |use
Francisco Morazan)

5 |CaritasColon | October 20-25 | 670 Water Board Coordination with For home
Associations of the public health services, | use
following sponsorships, and
Municipalities: Tocoa, deliveriesto the
Trujillo, SantaRosade | CODELS of each
Aguéan community

6 | COCEPRADII | September 7 110 Concepciodn Sector Assembly meetings of | For home
President different communities | use

September 8 80 Concepcion Sector Assembly meetings of | For home
President different communities | use
September 9 80 Concepciodn Sector Assembly meetings of | For home
President different communities | use
September 10 80 Concepciodn Sector Assembly meetings of | For home
President different communities | use
September 11 67 Concepciodn Sector Assembly meetings of | For home
President different communities | use

7 | COCEPRADIL | September 26 417 COCEPRADIL COCEPRADIL For home
Regiona Water Board assembly meetingin | use
Representatives of the | San Andrés, 26 boards
San Andrés area

Note: CRS partnersretained 70 boxes in their warehouses as a reserve for future
emer gency distribution.




Beneficiary Response/Reactions

Three months after the distribution of water
treatment, CRS and its partner organizations met
with beneficiaries to follow up on the success of
the donation. Without exceptions, the recipients
were happy to have received and used the product.

Juana Gonzales, the mother of four children stated,
“It helpsto control diarrhea, especially with the
children. They get sick more easily from bad
water.” When asked about their satisfaction with
the water treatment several expressed the hope to
use more of the water treatment in the future.

Each family received approximately 25 packets of
the PUR water treatment as well as water
preparation instructions. Consuming an average of
10 liters of water per day, the distribution lasted
most families one month. For smaller families, '
the treatment provided clean water for as much as e

two months. Beneficiaries said the instructions S : TS
that accompanied the treatment were useful, but One of Juana’s grandchildren hidesin
also suggested that an informative meeting or the doorway.
educational workshop would have helped to understand the product and its application.

According to Suyapa
Argueta, "The PUR water
treatment was an effective
and easy approach to
water purification.” For
her family, the treatment
represented more than
clean, safe water; it was
also arelief from the
constant threat of water-
borne diseases. In

- Honduras, diarrhea

. leading to dehydration is
| theprincipa cause of

- death among children.

o The overwhelming
magjority of these cases
result from contaminated
drinking water. Suyapa’'s
family was one of 14
beneficiaries that received
the water treatment in the community of Santa Fe Arriba, Intibuca. Although the

Juana Gonzales and her husband relax in front of their home



donation only lasted her family 15 days, she expressed deep gratitude for the
opportunity to have clean drinking water.

Most of the recipients mentioned that the water treatment had a strange smell and left a

distinct taste in the water. At first many of the beneficiaries were reluctant to adapt to

the process of purifying and using the water for drinking. For the majority of

beneficiariesit was the first time they applied any form of water treatment. Several of

the mothers described how their children hesitated to drink the purified water and
admitted that they also struggled to change
their own habits. They said, within afew
days even the children were accustomed to
the new taste.

Water contamination is amajor problem
during times of flooding or after anatural
disaster. The PUR water treatment,
however, provided more than only
emergency relief for recipient families.
The targeted communities lack clean
drinking water year round, subsisting on
elementary systems that supply running
water through a simple gravity-flow
mechanism or low-cost pump with no means of water purification. The large supply of
PUR water treatment packets offered a daily solution to an on-going problem well after
emergency conditions had been addressed.

Members of the community wash their corn
supply with muddy water from a small spring.

The average family in arura Honduran
community has between 8 and 10 children.
The availability of clean drinking and
bathing water in the first months of a
child’slifein these rural and marginalized
settingsis critical to his/her survival.
Current CRS projects in materna child
health, which stress clean water as

essential

to that

survival, The flooding from Tropical Depression 16
benefite damaged roads, destroyed crops, and
dfrom contaminated water supplies.

the availability PUR water treatment packets, which
were used as practical, useful compliments to
education and capacity building.

One such example of this complementarity isthe
World Bank-funded Integrated Attention to Children
(AIN-C) project, which provides basic hygiene
training and education to young rural mothers. CRS
and its implementing partners are using the
framework of the project to distribute PUR packets to
Before receiving the PUR donation,  all beneficiaries. By including a practical solution to

drinking water came fromthe pila’s
unsafe water supply.



water purification within the project structure the beneficiary families are more likely to
understand and adopt the methods learned. Moreover, when faced with emergencies,
families that understand and possess the water treatment will be able to more quickly
adjust to an evolving situation. The coordination of water and health projects with the
PUR water treatment will contribute to the successful attainment of improved child and
maternal health.

Summary

Overadl, the perception of the PUR water
treatment by the recipients and the
distributing partnerswas very positive.
Both groups not only considered it an
important health resource but also a
practical and easy method of purification.
The only request from both the recipients
and the distributing partnersis for the
donation of alarger supply in the future.

The PUR water treatment provided adaily
solution to a critical problem during the
October flooding in Honduras, and as a
complement to current CRS health
projects, it is an important resource for the
health and well being of rural
communities.

Partner organization COCEPRADII

facilitates a community meeting to discusses
the water situationin El Carrizal.

Maria Ramirez prepares drinking water with PUR treatment.



ANNEX 1. INSTRUCTIONS

STORAGE/DISPOSAL: Store away from heat, humidity and sunlight. Dispose of
empty container in trash. Dispose of floc in latrine or on the ground away from humans
and animals.

DIRECTIONSFOR USE:

1. MIX 2.STIR 3.FILTER 4. BEFORE
DRINKING
Open a packet | Stir the powder If you see that the water is still Wait 20 minutes before
using apair of | vigoroudy inthe | colored, you can stir it again and | drinking the water.
SCiSsors. water for 5 let it rest for another few Do not drink the water
Add the minutes. Be sure | minutes. if it iscolored or cloudy
contents of awhirlpool is after treatment. If the
the packet to a | created when Once the water looks clear, and | floc accidentally gets
clean mixing | stirring. Then, let | the floc is on the bottom of the into the treated water,
container the water stand container, filter the water use another cloth to
holding 2.5 for 5 minutes through a clean cloth filter into a | filter the floc out of the
galons (10 until it becomes | clean storage container and treated water. The
liters) of Clear. cover it with alid. Thefilter water is still good to
water. must be a clean, thick, 100% drink.

After adding the
powder to the
water, the water
will become
colored. The
color indicates
that the product is
working. When
the processis
finished, the
water should be
completely clear.

cotton cloth, without holes, that
prevents the floc from passing
through. Carefully pour the
water through the filter into the
container. The floc should be left
behind in the bottom of the
container in the cloth filter.

Discard the floc from the water
treatment process in the latrine,
or on the ground away from
children and animals. Rinse and
wash the cloth thoroughly before
reusing.

Drink treated water
within 24 hours after its
preparation. Water that
is not consumed may be
used for cooking,
washing, watering
animals or otherwise
discarded. Always
dispense the water from
the storage container
into another container
such asacup or glass
for drinking.

PRECAUTIONS:
Hazards to humans and domestic animals:

Dry product causes substantia but temporary eye injury. Harmful if absorbed through
skin or if swallowed. Avoid contact with skin or clothing. Do not get in eyes. Wash
thoroughly with soap and water after handling and before eating, drinking, chewing
gum, or using tobacco. Remove and wash contaminated clothing before reuse. Contains
iron sulphate (352 mg ferric iron).




FIRST AID:

IFINEYES:
Hold eye open and rinse slowly and gently with water for 15-20 minutes.
Remove contact lenses, if present, after the first 5 minutes, then continue
rinsing.
Cdll poison control center or doctor for treatment advice.

IF ON SKIN:
Take off contaminated clothing.
Rinse skin immediately with plenty of water for 15-20 minutes.
Call poison control center or doctor for treatment advice.

IF SWALLOWED:
Cdl apoison control center or doctor for treatment advice.
Have a person sip aglass of water if able to swallow.
Do not induce vomiting unless told to by a poison control center or doctor.
Do not give anything to an unconscious person.

Have the product container or label with you when consulting a poison control center or
doctor, or when going for treatment.



ANNEX 2. PHOTOGRAPHS

Home damaged by floods, in the Municipality of
Marale, where PUR water treatment was distributed.

Suyapa Argueta, recipient of water purification
packets, grinds coffee in her home.

Community leaders are a key element to the
success of health education projects.

Juana preparestortillas in
her home.

Diarrhea from contaminated
water isthe primary killer of
Honduran children

Personnd from Caritas distributes aid,
including PUR water treatment, to
communitiesin Orica and Marale.



