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Pure Water, Hot Cell Phones and Cool Crayons:  

IPO Education Foundation Honors Top Inventors of 2006 
 

Procter & Gamble, Motorola and Youth Inventors Recognized for  
Patented Innovations on Capitol Hill  

 
WASHINGTON, July 11, 2006- Intellectual Property Owners Education Foundation 
today announced the winners of the 2006 National Inventor of the Year awards.  The 
program, now in its 33rd year, honors the spirit of American innovation and the protection 
offered to American innovators by the patent system.  This year, inventors from Procter 
& Gamble and Motorola will join budding inventor Cassidy Goldstein, and be recognized 
for their award-winning inventions tonight on Capitol Hill. 
 
Procter & Gamble scientists Philip Frank Souter and Colin Ure have been awarded IPO 
Foundation’s top honor— National Inventor of the Year—for the humanitarian efforts 
that led to the design and development of PuR® Purifier of Water Sachets. Each small 
sachet is capable of purifying 10 liters of water by pulling dirt, organic matter, heavy 
metals, spores, and other contaminants out of non-potable water.  
 
According to the World Health Organization (2004), more than 1 billion people lack 
access to safe water, and an estimated 1.6 million children die each year because of 
diarrheal diseases, many of which could be prevented by safe drinking water. Studies 
show that PuR® sachets can reduce diarrheal illness in children up to 50 percent. 
  
Through Live, Learn and Thrive, its global corporate cause focused on children in need, 
P&G provides  PuR® sachets in the developing world via its signature program—
Children’s Safe Drinking Water.  P&G has worked with a broad range of partners 
including the CDC, UNICEF, USAID, Johns Hopkins, CARE, Population Services 
International, AmeriCares, Samaritan’s Purse, and the International Council of Nurses.  
Through this effort, 500 million liters of safe drinking water have been provided in the 
last two and a half years.  (www.pghsi.com) 
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“The Foundation is honored to recognize these inventors.  Their innovation highlights the 
value of creativity and the importance of patents,” said Harry J. Gwinnell, president of 
the Foundation.  “They have contributed greatly not only to the availability of everyday 
conveniences, but in the case of Procter & Gamble, to ensuring that women, men and 
children everywhere have access to clean and disease-free drinking water.”  
 
The Foundation will also recognize patented innovation in the following categories: 
 
 
Industrial Design Inventors of the Year 

• Christopher A. Arnholt, Paul M. Pierce and Tim J. Sutherland of Motorola Inc., 
for their development of the Motorola mobile phone.  

 
In a major innovation in design and engineering, the RAZR team has created a phone of 
unique and pleasing appearance. Advances in technology enabled a device that measures 
just 13.9mm thin, and the designers were able to create a phone with extraordinary visual 
appeal to consumers that led to success in a fast-moving, competitive marketplace. By 
surpassing current mobile expectations, the RAZR set a new bar for future products 
coming out of the wireless industry. 
 
Youth Inventor of the Year 

• Cassidy Goldstein, who created the crayon holder, a patented drawing device, 
when she was 11 years old.   

 
Cassidy’s crayon holder solves a problem children have faced for years—crayons break 
easily and become difficult to manage in small pieces. With Cassidy’s crayon holder, 
children can continue coloring for hours and parents can avoid the expense of buying a 
new box of crayons. The crayon holder also makes drawing easier for little hands, 
improving dexterity and hand-eye coordination. 
 
Invention has taken center stage with the success of ABC’s prime time show, “America’s 
Inventor.” Americans young and old have been inspired to invent. However, inventing is 
only the first step. Few Americans understand the importance and value of securing a 
patent to protect their creations.  Most don’t know how long the patent process takes or 
what steps need to be followed to lead them from invention, to patent, to mass market 
distribution.   
 
IPO Education Foundation, in conjunction with Intellectual Property Owners Association 
(IPO), is at the forefront of not only educating consumers about the patent process but 
ensuring that the rights of patent holders are protected. IPO is the only association in the 



United States that serves all intellectual property owners in all industries and all fields of 
technology. 
 
Presented by IPO Foundation, the Inventor of the Year award is the most prestigious of 
its kind, having gone previously to those responsible for the development of the Jarvik 
Seven Artificial Heart, Bose speaker technology and other patented breakthrough 
inventions. 
 
The Inventor of the Year ceremony will take place tonight in the Caucus Room at the 
Cannon House Office Building.  Interested press can attend by contacting Donna L. 
Taylor at 202-775-2650.  
 

### 
  
About IPO Education Foundation 

Intellectual Property Owners Education Foundation is a non-profit organization devoted 
to educational and charitable activities designed to improve intellectual property rights.  
IPO Foundation conducts programs to: 

• Broaden public understanding of systems for protecting intellectual property 
• Sponsor awards for the purpose of recognizing outstanding achievement in the 

fields of invention, creativity, and IP rights 
• Publish reports dealing with legal, economic, and other aspects of intellectual 

property 

IPO Education Foundation is tax exempt under tax code 501(c)(3).  Donations to the 
foundation by individuals are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  IPO 
Foundation was established by Intellectual Property Owners Association (IPO), a trade 
association with members who own or are interested in intellectual property rights.  To 
find out more about IPO Education Foundation programs or how to make a donation, call 
202/466-2396. 
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