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PRESS RELEASE

Procter & Gamble and World Vision Join Hands to Make Over 20 Million Liters of Safe Drinking Water Available to Victims of Myanmar Disaster 

P&G to provide a total of US$100,000 to provide safe drinking water to victims through its PURTM Purifier of Water technology

Singapore, 16 May 2008 – Consumer goods company, Procter & Gamble (P&G: NYSE), and World Vision Singapore have joined hands to make over 20 million liters of safe drinking water available to victims in the Irrawaddy delta region in Myanmar.  In the past week since Cyclone Nargis hit, the number of victims has steadily risen, with recent reports pegging the number at up to 1.5 million people at risk.  Safe drinking water is one of the most critical needs for the survivors.

Developed by P&G, PURTM  Purifier of Water is a powdered water clarification and disinfectant technology that comes in small, easy-to-use packets.  Using some of the same ingredients as municipal water systems, the PUR water purification packets remove pollutants and cysts, as well as kills bacteria and viruses in contaminated water.  This award-winning water purification technology from P&G acts as a “dirt magnet”, decontaminating water and making it clear and drinkable in just 30 minutes.  Each sachet can disinfect 10 liters of water at a time.

Through its partnership with World Vision Singapore, which was initiated in 2006, Procter & Gamble will be sending over 2 million packets of PUR to survivors making a total of over 20 million liters of clean drinking water available.  This effort, coupled with other partnerships with international relief agencies to make safe drinking water available, takes P&G’s contribution to the Myanmar disaster victims up to a total of US$100,000.

James Quek, Executive Director, World Vision Singapore said: “We are targeting this shipment of water purification sachets to reach Yangon this Sunday (18 May 2008).  This will be the first World Vision Singapore batch of relief goods that will be both airlifted externally into Myanmar and distributed to the affected victims of Cyclone Nargis by our staff in-country.  We hope this will be the start of a major increase in the scale of our disaster response within Myanmar. So far, relief goods have been bought in-country and distributed by our staff to the people.  We have approval for the complete control of the supply and distribution of our aid to the people of Myanmar.  We are relived that we will be able to bring this major shipment of water purification sachets to the Myanmar people as having clean drinking water is the most critical resource at this point in time.”

Silkair will be providing airlift service at no cost to World Vision for the shipment of PUR to Yangon.

“Safe drinking water is extremely crucial in saving lives, especially within the first few weeks following a major disaster.  Once news of Cyclone Nargis hit, we have been working with World Vision and other international relief agencies round the clock to get P&G’s PURTM technology to as many victims as possible and stem an impending public health crisis,” said Greg Allgood, Director, Children’s Safe Drinking Water at Procter & Gamble.
P&G launched their global focal philanthropy program, the Children’s Safe Drinking Water Program, in 2003 and since then the company has provided more than one billion liters of clean drinking water with the PUR packets to people in over 40 countries.  Through this program, P&G has helped respond to emergency relief situations, including the tsunami in Asia, hurricanes in the Caribbean, floods in the Philippines and Bangladesh, and cholera outbreaks in Africa.

“At P&G, we believe in playing an active role in the communities that we operate in, and one of the crucial ways is by providing aid, especially in times of crisis.  We are very fortunate to work with so many well-connected international agencies like World Vision to make our relief efforts possible.  Our prayers are with the victims and their families in this time of great need as we rally all resources available at hand to bring immediate relief to the victims of Cyclone Nargis,” said Deb Henretta, P&G Group President of Asia.

In 2007, P&G began partnering with World Vision to provide the PUR technology for responding to emergency needs as well as sustained community outreach. 

More information is available at www.csdw.org.

About Procter & Gamble

Three billion times a day, P&G brands touch the lives of people around the world. The company has one of the strongest portfolios of trusted, quality, leadership brands, including Pampers(R), Tide(R), Ariel(R), Always(R), Whisper(R), Pantene(R), Mach3(R), Bounty(R), Dawn(R), Pringles(R), Folgers(R), Charmin(R), Downy(R), Lenor(R), Iams(R), Crest(R), Oral-B(R), Actonel(R), Duracell(R), Olay(R), Head & Shoulders(R), Wella(R), Gillette(R), and Braun(R). The P&G community consists of over 138,000 employees working in over 80 countries worldwide. In these countries and beyond, P&G is committed to improving lives for children in need, ages 0-13, through its global corporate cause, Live, Learn and Thrive. Please visit http://www.pg.com for the latest news and in-depth information about P&G, its brands, and Live, Learn and Thrive.

About World Vision

World Vision is a Christian relief, development and advocacy organisation dedicated to working with children, families and communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice.  We serve more than 100 million people and work in 98 countries around the globe.  Through child sponsorship, 3.4 million children benefit from having clean water, food and agriculture, healthcare, education and microfinance.
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